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And other Parts of the World. 


With ſome Reaſons and plain Directions for our hearty 
and vigorous Proſecution of this Glorious . 
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The Special Obligations of MA GIS TR AT ES| 


to be diligent in the Execution of the Penal-Laws 
againſt Prophaneneſs and Debauchery, for the Effect- 
* a National Reformation, 
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Printed by J. Downing in Bartholomew-Cloſe near Smithfield : 


And are to be Sold by J. Nutt near Stationers-Hall, 1701. 
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_ OO 


An Aceount of te 
PROGRESS 


Reformation of Manners, xc. 


STIR | 
1 Suppoſe that you have heard of the Attem 


that have been made for the Promoting o 2 
Reformation of Manners, by the Execution of 
the Penal-Laws LT Prophaneneſs and De- 


bavchery, at firſt ſome few Petſons of the 
Chutch of England, and moſt of them private 
Men: That theſe Endeavours have had a. very 
great Succeſs, (particularly for the Su pprefing of 
pfophane Swearing and ung, Drun NG and 
Prophanation of the Lord s-. Dq and the giving a great 
Check to the open Lade that was acted in 3 
of our — ny have been publickl 
folemnly ö a conſiderable. Number on 
— Lark 3 _— and Judges of the 
King- 
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. countenanced occaſionally, and in another Man- 
ner by moſt of the other of our Right Reverend 
Biſhops, in their Circular Letters, printed 1699. 
( which I ſhall take ſome further Notice of). But 
you may not be acquainted, that theſe Endeavours 
are carrying on in molt Parts of this Kingdom; and 
in many of thoſe of Feland, as I could eunmerate 
to you if twas neceſſary; and have been lately 
very ſolemnly approved by divers of the Nobi- 
liey, and by che Commiſſioners of the General Af- 
ſembly of the Church of Scotland, where this Work 
is now advancing likewiſe; and that tis to be 
hop d, that with God's Bleſſing a great part of the 
- Chriſtian World will be influenced hereby: The 
Account of theſe Societies being, I am aſſut d, 
Tranſlating into the Latin, French, and High-Datch 
Languages, for the Propagating the ſame Glorious 
Deſign in other Nations; by which means a great 
part of the World will foon be acquainted with 
this Undertaking, and the Succels of it, and, it 
may reaſonably..be expected, will be excited to 
an Imitation: And the rather, ſince the Reſtrain- 
ing of Men from publick Vices, and open Viola - 
tions of Religion, hath ever been thought the 
great Intereſt and Buſineſs of Government, is what 
the Laws of civilized. Nations, cho they may be 


more 
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more or leſs ſevere in different Countries, provide 
againſt, Papiſts and Proteſtants, Jews and Mahome- 

tans agree in. Tis certain, that a Reverend Di- 
vine, who hath been lately in our Northern Plan- 
tations in America, by the Appointment of divers 
of our Biſhops, for the Propagating of Chriſtia- 
nity. there, ordered a whole Impreſſion of the A- 
count f the Societies to be printed off, and ſent thi- 
ther, for che promoting a Reformation by theſe 

Methods in thoſe parts of the World; and that 

others have been ſent into New-England for the 
ſame purpoſe; in both which Countries, we hear 
that they have already made ſome Advances in it. 

And tis affirm d by a Gentleman of Integrity, who 

zs come over from Flanders, that they have very 
much ſuppreſſed the Diſorderh-Houſes in Bruſſels, 
as he aſſures me they have wholly done the Miuſick- 
Houſes ( which were generally Houſes of ill Fame) 
in Amſterdam in Holland. And we were acquainted, 
October laſt, by a Letter from Switzerland, that an 
Hecount of our Societies was tranſlated into the High- 
Dutch Language, and that they were making ſome 

Progreſs in this Undertaking. And twas wrote, 

Jan. i 2. 1700. from Schafhauſen, That they rejoiced JF 

to hear of our Zeal in England from an Account of 
our ; Societies, hich was there Tranſlated; and that 
> rat ba abc 


And L have the following Accoum 
from Dr. Frank, Divinity Profeſſor in the City of 


Hall in Saxony, Jan. 21. 1700. who writes thus 
to ſome Perſons in this Place: The eminent 
* Succeſs of your Undenakings hath been made 
„known in Germany, by the Reverend Dr. Jablonskyy, 
cn of Pruſſia, 


haplain to the newly Crown d 
2 8 Tranſlate var Account of the Societies 

v, out ofthe Enghſh-into t e German Langua e. Nor 
< hathchis —.— sLabours in it — unſuc- 
< ceſsſul: For belides the Good it hath done to the 
< Souls of many particular Perſons, who have been 
< awakened thereby to a greater Concern for — 
< Spiritual Edification, it hath had a particular 
«< Effect at Norenberg, (an 


gecco of a Number of Citizens, 


is ho had ſome time b ore began to meet at each 
TLother s MHouſes, upon 2 Religious account, and 


from 4 ſincere deſire of the Truth, as a 


<« wotthy Miniſter of the Place hath, by the Jef of N 
all, acquainted me. And from Rotterdam, 
the Famous Monſſieur Jarien hearing of theſe Gorietirs 


 < thei 


takes Notice, in 4 tranſporting, manner, in à Letter. 
to a Divine in Londen, that amidft the. many Se- 


cieties that were in the World about the Concerns 
. and tor bwingihg n 


"+ ths 4 wat, 


1 City) in * : 
* hath mightily put Wand and encouraged a 
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a Talks iis otter Countries, he hall X IM ha} 
a moſt reviving Account of pious Perſons united 
in very ſucceſsful Methods for the Extripation of 
Prophaneneſs and Vice, and the bringing down of 
the Riches of Heaven ; for which he praiſes Ip 
and 'conceives from hence great 2 25 that thoſe 
happy days may ſoon enſue to the Chriſtian World 
which holy Souls ſo ardently deſite and long for. 
I could, Sir, add to the particulars I have men- 
tioned, but thefe are ſufficient to ſatisfie you, that 
the Perſons that have the beſt Information in theſe 
Matters have no reaſon to doubt, that the Succeſs 
of our Methods of Reformation here, which have 
been above Twelve Months publiſhed, have given 
Occaſion to ſome of the Nations beforementioned, 
to whom an Account of our Proceedings hetein 
have reached, to ſet about the ſame Work ; and that 
it will influence thoſe that are remote when it is more 
generally known to them, by the Tranſlations of the 
Account of the Societfes into the more general Lan- 
5 are carrying on in ſeveral Countries. 
now, Sir, having laid this great Affair before 
you, give me leave to ſay, Can it become any 
chat would be reckoned Chitiſtians to be uncon⸗ 
2 theſe — 1 5 ing 
down of Prophaneneſs and Vice, which haye lo. 
ſpread in the World, be carried on not only in theſe 
. N | | | Three 


($) 


Three Kingdoms, and in our -Neig 


= * 


the Cauſe of Religion or the Devil's Intereſt pre- 
Vails, to ſtand. Neuter at a time when their Fellow 
Chriſtians are ſucceſsfully engaged in the Defence 
of our Religion againſt its Enemies, in their bold 
Attacques upon it? But, Sir, to ſpeak with alittle 
more freedom to you, Can you think it either 
juſtifiable or honourable for one under your Cha- 
racter to ſatisſie your ſelf wich talking judiciouſſy 


againſt the Impieties of the Age, with ſpeaking 
| Lndly of, 1 ae ——— in the —— - 
fing of them; or even with acting ſo faintly in this 
matter, as to diſcourage any that may be concerned 
With you in it from the Proſecution of it, and o- 
thers from Engaging in ſo pious a Work: No, ſure- 
y This is a time for. all that would be reckoned 
Ohtiſtians to exert. the utmoſt of their Iritereft 
and; Authority, to join their Heads, Hearts, and 
Hands; in this Noble Undertaking. This 


* 


therefore is what I moſt. earneſtly recommend 


co vou, chat you would be of the happy Num- 


ber of thoſe that give their hearty and zealous 


| World ſeem to be ſo much concerned, and there- 
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tions, but through the Chriſtian World; whether 


* 

vou may not be diſcouraged from Engaging in ic 
for want of Direction how to promote it, I have 
herewith ſent you ſuch Materials as may enable you 
to ſet about it with great Advantage after yo a have 
humbly ſupplicated the Divine Direction and Aid _ 
in ſo weighty an Affair; and which will, Iconceive, 
leave you the more without Excuſe, if you do not 
in ſome meaſure what you ſhall' conclade, upon 
your. moſt ſolemn Deliberation upon this Propoſal, | 
ir behoves you to do therein. 

Vou have firſt of all, in the Wm aft the So- 
cieties for Reformation of Manners in England and 
Ireland, which I have ſent you, a Narrative of the 
Beginning and Succeſs of the Endeavours of Reforma 
tion, and a general Scheme of the Undertaking ; with" 
a Perſwaſive to Men of all Rane and Degoiuing- 
tious ; and a particular - Addrels to Miniſters and 
Magiſtrates, who have their ſpecial Obligations laid 
before them to be zealous in it: To which ate 
added, His Majeſty's Proclamation againſt Prophane- 
nes and Vice, and: the AF of Parliament againſt pro- 
Phane . Swearing. and) Curſorg, which Miniſters ate 
to read Four times a Year in their Churches and 
Chappels ; and an Abſtrat of the Laws which Ma- 
giſtrates are to execute for 17 Suppreſling of Prov 
phanerieſs and Debuuchery, &c: And in che lirtle 
os call d, 4 : Help" to free beſides the 


Frocia- 
; * 


(A 

Proclemation, Ach of Parliament, and Abfracꝭ be fore- 
2 and of a Nægiſter in thoſe Caſes; Ia - 

fſerior Officers have T/tr#Gions laid before them 
for cheir Executing of their Office 92 the great- 
eſt Advantage; and private. Perſons have Pruden- 
tial Rules for the giving of h formautians, and the raiſing 
of Societies; which Societies, I muſt obſerve to you, 
have been, from the Beginning of tlus Undertaking, 
and will {till be, the great Engines for the carrying 
of it on: And that therefore the moſt conſiderable 

Service chat can generally be done in it, will be, 
in the Forming / Societies: Inſomuch, that it will 
ſeldom fail to go on flowly, and wich Obſtruction, 
in chat Place where there is not a Society, of this 
kind; but much more caltly, ſteadily and duccels- 
fully, in any Toun or Village where chere ii one 
in ox near it, tho it conſiſts but of a few. Perlons. 
haue likewiſe, Sir, ſent you. ſore Ala Warrants 
for particular Offences, which thoſe that give 
Informations are to keep by them, ard ro fill 
up when they have any Informations to give a- 
Aud to car them thus filled up to the Magiſtrates; 


Are 
— 


( 11 

ate taken upon Oarh, tö ſend ot cart tliem to ti 
beſt diſpoſed Conſtables to be executed,” for the 
Eaſe of Magiſtrates and their Clerks,” who, when 
they happen to be no hearty Friends to theſe Pro- 
ceedings, will have the leſs Occaſion to be preju- 
diced againſt them, and conſequently will the' leſs 
diſcourage them when they have not the Trouble 
of ſomuch as writing, filling up, or ſending out of 
4 Warrant. Vou have moreover ſent you ſome Lifts 
of a vaſt Number of Lewd and Diſorderh Perſons, 
beſides Common-Swearers, Drunkards, &c. as by the 
Diligence chieffy of only one Society of Perſons, 

10 app — — ipally to the Suppreſſi 
of Lend and Infamous Houſes, have been brought 
to Puniſhment in ot near the City of London. B 
which yαν may be more ſenſibly convinced with 
 whatmore Advantage Men proceed in Soeieties, than 

they can poſſibly do alone; tho Tam apt to think, 

that the Caſuiſts will not tell you, chat Men ar 
not to act ſingly at ſuch a Junctute à8 this for the 
Suppteſſing the publiek Diſhonour of the Nan, 
the Day, and the Labs of G O'D; hen they find 
none de unte With; that they are not ko endea- 
Your to do chat GOOd chat is in their Power to do, 
becauſe they cant do as much Good as they would. 
I maſt add, chat you may likewiſe- very much 
. B 2 to 


1 
} 
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ing in as many Places as you can the Choice of 
good: Oﬀrers in Corporations; Who will have a 
lay chem under, io endeavour: to. be ſerviceable in 


exert theit Power in going about into the Streets, 
Markets, and other publick Places, on Week-Days, 
for the taking up of Drunbardo, Swearers, &c, and 
_ carrying: of them before Magiſttates; and on the 
Lord - Day, by inſpecting into public ie Elouſes, for 
the Preventing of Tipling $1 and by taking up | of 
Drovers, Carriers, &c. that travel on that Day, and 
ſuch as are found at Ilxlauſul Sports and Paſtimes, 
as they ate directed in the Help to Reformation. 
One or; two; Gonſtables chat ſhall thus Exerciſe 
cheir Office, will be able very much, if not wholly, 
do prevent all Diſordęrs of [this kind in moſt Cities 
and Corporations ſuß the Nation. I am aſſured, 
that in divers Corpozations of this Kingdom, as 
well as in Freland, religious Men have voluntarily 
taken che Conſtables Office upon them, for the 
more effectual carrying on of chis Deſign. Herein 
eee. 


_s 
able than in any other thing that I can eaſily inſtance 
unleſs it be in the Promoting of the giving of In- 
formations againſt Offenders, or in the Raiſing of 
Societies; by which Societies many proper Meakures 
will be thought of, and this Undertaking be put 
upon the moſt laſting Foundation. And theſe are. 


the Methods which we find recommended by the 


Lord Arch-Biſhop of CANTERBURY, in his 
Circular Letter, dated April 4. 1699. in which the Bi- 
ſhops of that Province in their joint Letter concurred.. 


The remarkable Words of which Letter are theſe - 
Every pious Perſon. of the Laity ſhould, if need 


be, be put in Mind, chat he ought to think him- 
© ſelfobliged to ule his beſt Endeavouts to have ſuch, 


< Offenders puniſhd by the. Civil Magiſtrates as can. 


** be. no! otherwiſe amended ,, and that when he 
© hears his Neighbour! Swear, or Blaſpheme the Name 
O D, or {ce him offend in Drunkenneſs, or Pro- 
«* abanation of the Lord s-Day, he ought to give the 
e Magiſtrate' notice of it. In ſuch a to. be 
call d an Piformer, will be fo far from making any 
< that it will tend to his Honour, when he makes it 


b appear, by his unblameable Behaviour, and the 


8 Care that he takes of himſelf and his F amily, that 
© he doth it purely for the Glory of God, and the 
Good of his Brethren. | Such well diſpoled Fer- 


1 


©4 SF N ſons. ; 


. 
* 
AY . * 


been already made desde 1 KN 


| "with fo many about the great Cities * in «4 


( xp ) 


ene 23 Are e reldlved upon this, would be e encou- 


* raged to meet as oſten as they can, to conſult how 

« 1 may molt diſcreetly and efſetuall — 
it in the e Places where they live. 

oe then Miniſters are obliged by their Biſhops 

ut the Laity in Mind of giving of Informations 

Magiſtrates againſt Prophaneneſ: and Vice, as a 

Sen of Duty, and an honourable thing; and to 


encourage them to meet frequently e and 


to conſult how they ma 8 and efſectually 
manage it in the Places where they live. And in the 
fourth Paz 5 of this Letter, the Clergy are directed 


to invite e Church ardent of their ſeyeral Pa- 


riſhes, and other pious Perſons { among the Laity, 
to join with them in the Execution of the moſt | 


Bable Methods that can be ſuggeſted for the any: 


ing on a Reformation of Manners : And we are 


told there, that from ſuch Meetings we ima) expect 
p 


Effects. A ir the Kune Page tis 

char from” ſuch Meetings happy une have 
eformation of Mai- 
nefs, Which is expreſs'd in theſe Terms; Hum the 
e os Sheer if thaw Noble Fel where 


| hood do Hunte due Pi 
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Nou then you have the declaredJudgment before 
you oſ moſt of our Learned Prelates concerning our 
giving of Informations, and our Aſſociating for 
the conſulting upon the moſt probable Methods 
of Reformation; and their Judgment with the before- 
mentioned Approbation of Societies, (publiſhed 
in the Account of the Societies for Reformation of Man- 
ners) of ſo many Perſons eminent for their Wiſdom 
and in high Stations in the Church and State, who 
have herein not only declared their Opinion © that 
the Deſign of putting the Penal- Laws in Execu- 
< tion, for the Suppreſſing of Prophaneneſi and De- 
© panchery; is ſor the Honour of Almighey God, 
© and: tends to the Advancement of Piety and Vir- 
tue, and the publick Good both of Church and 
State, and cannot fail of being approved by 
£<all good Men: But that the Wired likew c 
* (as the carrying of it on by Societies) is moſt 
proper, and with the Bleſſing of God attend- 
ing it, is moſt likely to prove effechial for . 
She Promoting 4 Reformation: Mu ; wall 
of ſuch Person as either from *. Principles, 
or their Unwillingneſs to be reform d themſelves, 
may be cndeavouring to raiſe Objections againſt 
the giving of Informations, and the Meetings of pi- 
ous Perſons, to concert the moſt 9 
n 8 © 


(ww) 

of Suppreſſing Prophaneneſs and Vice, which we-call 
in other terms, Societies for Reformation of Manners. , 
But if theſe things will nor ſilence them, you 
may then ask them, Whether they can in truth think 
it does become thoſe that pretend to have a Love 
for God and their Neighbour, contentedly to heat 
ſuch a Multitude of thoſe that call themſelves Chri- 
ſtians uſing, without Fear or Shame, che moſt 


horrid Oaths and Execrations in their ordinary 


% 


 -Converlation; even imprecating Damnation on 
themſelves and ochers, as an Ornament of Speech; 


mour; and Leudneſi for good Breeding ; Publick- 


_ Houſes. to become Stews for the Entertainment ct 
Mens Luſts in all Parts of the Town; and Herds 


of Lewd Nomen to be continually: ſoliciting of Men 


| „ eee e che Lord D hs 
phaned in the mon impudent manner, by 2 old. 


following their Trades or ordinary Callings, even 


| keeping open Markets on it, or ſpending it in 
Gaming, Tipling, and Exceſs; in ſhort, to ſee 


iiheir GOD publickly diſhonoured and blaſphemed, | 


nd his Laws tram led ons their Religion profe{- 
ſedly attaequed, and Multitudes of Souls thus to go 
N in a full Cariet to deſtruction, and their Country 
ah nebz to be in manifeſt danger of being ruined, 


When tis ſo much in their Power, in this happy 
N R Juncture 


1 
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Juncture more-eſpecially, to prevent theſe Enormi- 
ties, which are attended with ſuch dreadful Conſe- 
quences, by their joining their Aſſiſtance with their 
Fellow-Chriſtians in Furthering the Execution of 
the known Laus of the Land againſt them, (which 
ſo many Thouſand Magiſtrates and inferior Of- 
ficers have Oaths and Truſts upon them to 
| ſee excuted, how ſhamefully ſoever the generality 
of them have neglected it;) and, on the other ſide, 
whether it is not a moſt deſirable thing, and of 
mighty Advantage to Religion, that the greateſt 
Temptations to the Sins to which Men are either 

accuſtomed, or have a natural Propenſity, ſhould 
be taken as much as may be out of their way, and 
the Avenues to them ſtopped, that we might con- 
verſe with our Neighbours, or at leaſt go abroad 
in the World, without the greateſt Danger of 
Wounding our Conſciences, or of being laught at 
and ſcorned for behaving our ſelves as becomes 
Chriſtians ; to have Religion delivered from the 
Contempt that prophane and vicious Men have 
ſo much brought upon it by their Impunity, and 
publick Countenance in their open and infolent 
Violations: of it; to have their wicked Combina- 
tions broke, and frequent and publick Examples 
of Prophaneneſs and Vice taken out of publick 
View, National Sins (chat bring National 
ni | C Judę- 


| (as) 

Jadgments to be) ſuppteſs d, Virtue ap 
honourable and N Vice — — 
deteſtable; and, laſtly, Men brought to a Regard 
to Sacred things, to onion, ag a ſerious 
Enquiry into the Nature of Religion, and this b 
the Execution of the Penal-Laws againſt — 
weſs and. Debauc bery, in Conjunction with. all the 
other pious and proper Methods, as of Inſtruction, 
A tion, - Reproof, ec. that are taken by 
the Societies for this end. When they have allowed 
theſe things to be fuch highly. defirable and neceſ- 
fary things, as chat unleſs they are in ſome meaſure 
effected, or at leaſt ſome other extraordinary Me- 
thods axe ſer on foot then are at purſued, 
there appears no probability that the Tide of Wick- 


Mong us, you may then ask them further, whether 
theſe things are not what the Societies for Reforma- 
ten do not only directly purſue, but have ſo much 
already promoted 5 that how bad ſoever our State is 
with reſpect te theſe Matters, yet chat tis undoubtedly. 


Kr better than twas when theſe Endeavours be- 
gun, at which time we were under ſuch unhappy 
' Circumſtances, ( which. I ſorbear to mention) that 
if this Undertaking had not been. fer on foot, we 
were, I conceive, likely to have been one of the 
at = ; | 


Practice 
perhaps. 


| 615 | 
perhaps in che Chriſtian World. If they will de- 
ny theſe things, which they will not without great 
Immodeſty; 2 may then deſire them honeſtly 
to give you their Reaſons for their contrary Sen- 
timents, rather than ſecretly to raiſe Prejudices 
= this Deſign; and that they would alſo at 
e ſame time propoſe, as is reaſonable they 


ſhould do, other more Chriſtian and practicable 


Methods for the Retrieving of Virtue and Religion 
among us; which ſurely they will allow to be 

ry to be endeavoured in one way or other. 
And if they can prove to you, which they can ne- 


ver do, in Contradiction, I conceive, to Hof 


Writ, and the general conſent of Mankind to the 
contrary, that our joining our Fndeayours in 2 
regular way for the Suppreſſing of Prophaneneſs and 
Vice, by the Execution of Humane Laws, is not 

a Chriſtian Undertaking , it will then perhaps ap 

peat to you more beate and — for 
them either ſecretly to undermine; or publickly to 
oppoſe it, after it hath moreover been declared, by 
ſo many Perſons in publick Authority, to be for 
the publick Good both of Church and State, and 
the moſt likely way of promoting a National = 
formation, and hath evidently proved ſo ſucceſsful 


for this end. But till this is done, they muſt give 


* 


us leave to think, chat ſuch Perſons as out of a 


f CG 2 | love 
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love to God and Man are employed in endeavour- 
ing, by legal wm A Methods, the preventing 


the Deſtruction of ſo great a Number of Souls in 
our own and other Kingdoms, and of National 
Judgments, are engaged in a bleſſed Work; from 
which tis to be hoped, that neither their unac- 
countable Prejudices and Reproaches, nor the Difh- 
culties and Sufferings which are brought upon them 
by their means, from profligate Perſons, in their 
diſcharging their Duty therein, will not diſcourage 
or deter them; and that tis exceedingly much 
the Honour of this Undertaking, that 25 ſo many 
Thouſand Perſons have been puniſhed for their 
wicked Practices, and a far greater Number muſt in 
all reaſon be ſuppoſed to have been reſtrained in 
ſome meaſure at leaſt from their ſinful Indulgencies 
within the Ten Years that this Deſign hath been 
purſued; no Man, that I hear of, ſince the firſt Op- 
Poſition to chis Enterprize in its Infancy, hath ven- 
tured his Reputation fo far, as to publiſh, with a 
Name, any Objections againſt it; to tell us. any ill 
Conſequences that it hath produced to either 
Church or State; to charge any Vices on thoſe that 
kave been employed in the Forming and Carry- 
ing of it on, or Irregularities in their Conduct of 
this Undertaking, tho in all this time the Enemies 


ve ſurely had a ſufficient Oppor- 


( 2t ) 

tunity to conſider of theſe Matters; fo that this 
Deſign ſtands at this time ſo fair in all Reſpects with 
the World, that even ſince the publick Approbation of 
the Societies of Reformation by many of our Biſhops, 
in the printed Account of them 1698, and of almoſt 
all the reſt of them in their Paſtoral Letters before- 
mentioned, about the ſame time, one of that Right 
Reverend Body, the Lord Biſhop of Glouceſter, in 
his printed Sermon, preached to theſe 
1 Societies, 1699. tells them, That 
Gmc ſow - the Service they are employed in is 
Jin 26.16999-20,, © incomparably the moſt noble and. 
5 © highly Praiſe-worthy that it could 
be poſſible for them to be engaged in; and 
* As fe Jealouſies of ill Conſequences: of their 
« Societies he ſays, that he never heard one wiſe 
Word ſaid. on that Topick, and perſwaded 
C himſelf he never ſhould; and then profeſſes the 
E greateſt hope he had that God had ſtill Mercy in 
= Ka for us, is fromthe Excellent Spiric with which 

© he hath endued ſo great a Number of good Chri- 
© ſtians among us, for the running down of Wick- 
© edneſs by the moſt juſtifiable means, in their reſpe- 
“ ive Stations; and the Encouragement that His 
« Majeſty hath given to them, c. And another 
of our Celebrated Biſhops, the Lord Biſhop of 


* 


Eh, about Three Months ſince, on. the ſame ſo- 


lemn 


hy * 
| 
b 
1} 


3 The Lord, Dip of 
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"lr Occaſion, not only y highly commended and 
ATTY BY A the Zeal of thoſe that are engaged in 


Societies for the carrying on of a 
The Lord Bip of "Reformation, but declared, © That 
Mae r ohe never heard that any of 
ar 3% © the Perſons that were concerned 
Lin the Work of Ri ion were 
« © chargeable with any of che Vices that they 
were concerned in Suppreſſing; and that they 
ee er and fit Perſons to 
ak employed in this 5 — Undertak- 
> — 1 Salisbury, in his 
2 


March 1760. to 
the 50 den, ha | — Expreſſions, Nelas 
; = the — — 1 
Salisbury: Sermon to © It es us e I! nnngs 
oben mgp=teir Ft « of Hope, that in and Shae this | 
et. es, (great City, there has been for 
ee | «forte Years 4 Spirit ſtirring, chat 
© looks bike a * reviving, as if our dry Bones 
could live again; bleſſed be God for this 
< door of Hope which he is thus Fn — 
<blefled be they of the Lord who have offere 
*themſelves fo willingly bets hin and _ 
call che People, their Nang ſhall be of a good 
S2your in the preſent, and in the ſucceeding Gene- 
<rations , who have begun to ſet forward fo noble a 


— a Deſign, 


/ 


e Deſign, to put a oy to 8 many vicious Practices; 
* and to raiſe a Spirit of ttue Piety amongus. Theſ: 
Care the Salt of the Earth, the Pillars of it, and the 
* Light of the World. And to add no more, (tho 
I — * divers Inſtances) the Lord Biſhop o 
Cheſter, in his Sermon preach to the Societies the 
Monch, applied himſelf in theſe Terms to the 
. Perſons concerned in the Reformation 
Chet in ho 80 = 0 Manners: © You- who are con- 
on Au ® cerned in Societies, on purpoſe 
72 « for the Promoting this great and: 
: © noble Deſign, have. no doubt 
6 met with great Oppoſition, efpecially when 
«you firſt entered upon it; but by how —— 
* the greater that was, by ſo: auch the 
* will your Reward be. The moſt eule 
< part of your Work is already over, and yout 
6 Progreſs ay the future will be daily more eaſie. 
* You have the Hearts and Prayers of all good: 
Men with you; yea, the — 3 and 
“ Governour of the World is on your ſide. 
Lit is his Cauſe you — Cie 
© not; fear, tho all the Powers of Earth and Hell 
« ſhould. be muſtered up againſt you. Go on 
therefore in the Work you have ſo 
“ happily begun, and in which you have hitherto 


r Your: hopes; many 


a | 
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cc even, of the moſt remote Parts of the Nation 


© haye. already followed you, and the reſt; when 
„they ſhall come to be better acquainted with 
it, may be influenced by your Example, till by 


degrees ſuch a General Reformation may enſue as 


© may make. this a happy Nation, and may render 
your Names for ever bleſſed who have been the 
< Chiet:Inſtruments of it. 
lt may not be an unneceſſary Caution that I now 

we you, notwithſtanding all the Advantages 
Jar I have,. here laid before you for your En- 
gaging vigorouſſy in this Noble Deſign, not 
to be eaſily diſcouraged by the ſmall Number 
of your Friends, or — 3 heartily con- 
cur with you in it, upon its being recommend- 
ed to them, at the nally © the number 
of Zealous and Prudent Chriſtians are, I doubt, 
few in compariſon with the Lukewarm and 


Prophane, in moſt Places: Four or Five of theſe 


will make a good Beginning in any place, tho 
they. ſhould. be of — we Rank — which 
ſort of Men, I conceiye, Societies may generally be 
more eaſily rais d; not only becauſe theſe are of the 
far greater Number, but becauſe Men of Title and 
of great Eſtates too ſeldom apply themſelves to Re- 
If ous Undertakings, wherein much Trouble or 
Shame may be expected: Nor are you to be diſ- 


eee heartned 


( 25:9 
heartned by the Backwardneſs of Magiſtrates, if 
it ſhould fare ſo hard with you, as that you have 
but one Magiſtrate near you that hath a juſt ſenſe 
of his Duty in this reſpect, and that will readily 
receive Informations, and others in defiance of al 
their Obligations, in Contempt of the repeated 
Commands of the Government, and in manifeſt 
Contradiction to their printed Orders of Seſſions, 
(wherein they formally invite good Chriſtians to 
give Informations againſt the Breaches of the Laws, 
and promiſe to give them all due Encouragement 
in it) will do it only becauſe they can't avoid it, 
and therefore act with Diſcouragement to faithful 
Officers, and ſuch other pious Perſons as out of a 
Love to God and their Neighbour bring them In- 
formations, by giving them unneceſſary Delays, 
and putting them under all manner of Diſad van- 
tages when they attend upon them on this Occaſion. 
Nor by the Reproaches of bad Men, nay, of Friends 
and Relations, when you have the Laws of God and 
of the. Nation, His Majefty's, and your late Repre- 
ſeatatives in Parliament Declarations, the publick 
Approbations of Miniſters of State, ſo many Lords, 
Biſhops and Judges of Two Kingdoms, and of rhe 
Nobility: and Clergy of che Third, the Aſſiſtance 
of thoſe that are already engaged in this Linde. 
taling, and your own Conſcience on yout ſide. I 
r D 


= 


very. 
rot —— 


— Obſtructions to pious 3 pro- 
5 — — * Execution for the — of Pro- 


muy from Ruine; and eſpecially thar 
Sei a Ben ent 


1 269 
H. this is 2 god Work, fuck Diſcoaragementr as 
en be expected in ſo degenerate an Age as 


We axe fallen into, ſince Oppoſitions, eher publick 
8 — down of the 

Deſigus, beating down Devils King: 
dom, have ever been in the World, and may, I 


pretence ot other, to good 


think, ever be expected from wicked Men, who 
are the Devils Inſttuments, whilſt there art any 
lach in il. Nay, ſuch Obſtructions as I have men- 
tioned, and others of che ſame kind, have been, 


and may ſtill be met with from many of choſe as 
hom dee . of Men, and — 


as are not 1 
Religion, ſhould with any countenance continue 


ucceſsſul Methods of 


rene their Coun- 


ſhould 
where Me- 
n publick and ſo- 


thods have been 


lemm a manner, by Perfons.; Authority 
Se and Sat, tha . * 


s 1 1 ſigns 


* . 


f 


ol Opinion, chat there hach kot bee à mutter ef 
greatet by 
your Life, or a greater Opportunity offered 

of doing more Good to the World, nor: probably 


| everlaſting Comfort. I may poſlibly, $ 

Month or two deſire of you the Troubl 
1 might more juſtly ſay the Pleaſure, of an Ac- 
count of ſome conſiderable Progreſs chat you have 


of God, the Intereſt of Mankind, EY your 


(mn) 
_ figns chat havẽ been ſet oh foot in it, or in any 
ochet Chriſtian Country, have ever been. Oppo» = 


ſciom and even Suffernigs when they encounter us 


in chis Rorious Gauſe are then, I think, to be born 


with Patience, not with Cheerfulnels, out of a 
Love 70 God — 2 — and in ho 
8 Recompence for all our 
op in he Gaul of our Ta Load and Maſter on the 
er fide of the Grave. Nen Her S111 
= To condude, Si, you'nre; nere ab 


conſequence propoſed to you, * 


ever may be. God grant that vονν may” hade 


right Underſtanding of it, and a Will to act ac- 
dr aa ꝛzcalouſly to purſue all proper Methods 


of Reformation, ſo as may be moſt for the Honour 
in a 


hope 


made in this great Aſſair, directed to ſuch a Place 
as I may give you Notice of in my Letter, when 


1 may ſend you ſuch other Directions as may be 
thought neceſſary, cho, I preſume, that thele I have 
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now edmmunieated to you, with thoſe contained 
in the Books I herewith ſend you; and which your 


Judgment and Experience may ſupply you with, 


may, generally ſpeaking, be ſufficient not only 
for yours and your Friends acting vigorouſſy and 
with Adva . 
enable you n 
in Town or larger VI 0 Kingdom, 
Vive vw you have an Acquainrance with, of but 
e of any religious and tole- 
rably prudent P to whom you may know 
bow to ſend the Books 1 have mentioned; and 


: Qhall communicate the Directions 1 hate * given 


you in this . 9 for "Roe Wee 
r r | 253 
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I Should, Sir, tell you, that the little Diſcourſes 
A againſt Prophane Swearing and Curſing, Drunken» 
neſs, Uncleanneſs, and Prophanation of the Lord s-Day, 
Ge. and the Vindication of ſuch pious Perſons as 
give Informations. to Magiſtrates of | theſe Enormities, 
which are ſent you, with the other Books, may 
be given as there is occaſion to ſuch as are. guilty of 
any of theſe Offences, and eſpecially by ſuch as in- 
form againſt them, and ar that time, if it may be 
convenient, that they are convicted of thoſe Of- 
fences by the Magiſtrates, (with whom, or their 
Clerks, ſome Numbers of them may be lodg d to 
be thus diſpoſed of) for the furthering, of their 

Repentance for their Sin, that they. may avoid the 
_ everlaſting Puniſhment of it at a time when they 
are ſo apt to be awakened to Conſideration and a 
Senſe of their Sin, which are great Steps towards 
Converſion, by the temporal Puniſhment and Shame 

that is inflicted upon them; and that moreover 
ſuch Offenders may be fully convinc'd, that the 
Perſons that bring them: to Puniſhment do therein. 
as becomes good Chriſtians, and Members of the 
Community, for Religious ends, and with chariea- 
ble Intentions towards them; and may not m— 
5 9-45.) %. Pf | re. 
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Tore add ta cheir Sin and Folly, by entertaining any 
unchriſtian Reſentments for their thus acting; and 
this is a Method that I find is recommended by 
thoſe that ate concerned in ſome of the Societies 

Mer mation, who, by the end of the next Month, 
Will have given away, at their own Expenoe, not 

leſs than Fifteen” Thouſand of cheſe little Diſcourſes, 

beſides divers Thouſands of the larger Books. 

I might have likewiſe added, Thar this great Work 

may be very euch promoced by yours and your 

Friend s acquainting well-inclined Perſons, that they 

tay be very ſerviceable in buying up and giving 
away of any of the Books I have ſeat you relating to 

this Deſign, which are now, for the more 4 

Benefit obs Publick, ſold ar a very 

Rate; and may re ee 3 
as are relig. di to any Number 

them to 4 8 OY 10 5 

thers of hes 0 
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Gaye. you in 41 * lon Letter an Account 
of the Progreſs eformation of - Manners, 
ad L could not but 1 that you would be well 
leaſed to hear chat the Endeavaurs of it, that have 
lately obtain d the Approbation and Counte-- 
nance of many of the Lords, Biſhops, and Judzes, 
of the King ens af Bla and Ireland; and of 
the Nobility and Clergy of Scotland, have been fuc-- 
. ceſsful for the giving a Check to the horrid De- 
bauchery and Impieties of the Age z that Auempts 
of this kind were likewiſe carrying on in our 204 
ins and ſome more remote Nene; 


. . * 


— — 
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3 of them, we are very certain, by the Influ- 
ence of our Endeavours here, which may give us 
juſt hopes not only of a further Reformation in 

thoſe Countries, biit. char this great Work will be 
ſer. on foot in other Parts of the World, when the 
Account of the Scheme, and Succeß of our Endea- 


vous therein, which is now Tranſlating into the 


more general Languages, are known to them, this 

being a Matter whetein all civiliz d Nations are 
equally concerned, wo agreed in; and having done 

this. more particularly in that long Letter, I then 
offered RE: Motives and Directions for your 
Engagi 2 Advantage in this Noble 
Undertaking : J conſidered you, Sir, therein 


on a8 a unte . Geigen, and a good Membet 


of the- Community as one without any publick 
uthority; and under: no other Obligations to be 
active in this pious. Work than what your Religion 
in general; and your Baptiſpal Exgagements (Where- 
8 Re, in eh ep Lord and- Maſter's 
Devil's: Kingdom) laid upon 

8 I Aw you thought ſufficient. to en- 
2 in it; but having underſtood, that fince 
che Regulation of the Commiſſion of the Peace in your 


County, you are put into that Commiſſion, I take 
the freedom to lay before you ſome other Conſi- 


derations chat are proper and more peculiar to you, 
ain che publick Capacity of a Magiſtrate. And 


(33) 
Andi give me leave, Sir, to put you in/ mind, 
that beſides your Obligations as a Chriſtian, 
and a Member of the Community, to concur in 
promoting this hopeful Reformation, you are, if 
you act in this Commiſſion, under other Engage- 
ments, as you are a Magiſtrate, and have, I con- 


1 ceive, taken an Oath and a publick Truſt upon you 


to execute the Laws, which ſutely, Sir, are very 
reat and indiſpenſible Obligations. But further, 
by your being inveſted with Authority, you have 
thereby a manifeſt Advantage for the furthering of 
this Work, which private Perſons are alſo without, 
who, notwithſtanding all their Diſadvantages, act 
herein with great Concern and Succeſs, in many 
Parts of the Kingdom, and who, by doing fo, are 
ax it were Eyes and Hands to Magiſtrates, and give 
them a {till greater Advantage, and which do make 
ſuch Magiſtrates as do not exerciſe their Authority, 
and endeavour to diſcharge their Obligations in 
ſome meaſure as they ought, now appear more 
HERES, fo ˙ 4 PIES RG 193 03G 
If chen tis ſo evident, that Magiſtrates are thus 
undet various and indiſpenſible Obligations to 
execute the Laws fot the Suppreſſing of Vice and 
Prophaneneſs, Can any Magiſtrates that are willing 
to acquit themſelves herein as they ought, chink 
that they ought to do leſs, tho they ſnould therein 
3 FAT E . M Hlelte receive 


« (3s) 

— ei — from wicked Men, d 
ſome perhaps of their on 50 

to ſuppreſs $ mamas Violations of Arles 


. E of 


as prophane Swearing and Curſmg, by Perſons c 
what Quality — then to . Pe Walks 
ſometimes, 25 ſome rruly honoutable Magiſtrates 
| here do, (whoſe Names will ſurely be mentioned 
with Honour in the Records of Ages to come) 
to obſerve what Diforders - there are eommit- 
ted in their Corporations,” or other Places near 
them; 10 inſpect into publick Houſes on the Lord's- 
GM \ gp room ape ri not long ſince agteed 
der Kea Order of 8e ppears by 
printed Order of Seflions, for 
A Puiſhir and Preventing of 
Tipling zin chem and to hinder Drovers, Carriers, c. 
Travelling n chat Day, and to ſend out their 
Conſtables: for the ſame purpoſe on the Lord's- 
De, and on other Days of the Weck ordering of 
them to go about the Streets, and into the' Mar- 
kers, and other publick Places, to take up Swearers, 
| Drunkgrds; and Lewd Perſons out of Houſes of i 


99 
. e 13. I 


Fame, and to em before them to be pu- 
niſhed, which bles may do without a War- 
rant from a Juſtice, and to make Examples of 


IS ſuch Officers 25 * negligen in their o_ 


2997721 
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in theſe Matters; and rmorepecially to give. Dif 
** Need, and all e 8 
pious and highly uſeful Perſons as often with- 


Trouble, Difficulty and Hazard, (and too 
—— y with greater Damage and Charge to 
Gen char the Prnaley which the Law inflicts on 
the prophane and vicious Perſons that they inform 
againſt amounts to) fot the Suppreſſing of the 
Diſhonour chat is ſo openly offered to Almighty 
Cod, the temporal and eternal Ruine of their 
Fellow-Chriftians, and of National Judgments, 
bring them Informations of any of the Diſorders 
that I have mentioned, or any other Breaches of 
the Laws of the ſame kind; to which they have 


been incited and encouraged His - M 5 
Proclamations , the * © 5 ae 


Orders of 5 of the Juſtices 
of the Peace of many Counties 


and Cities of the many of our the 
Diſcourſes of our * 
be Divinzs la. lately publiſhed, 
and the Circular SEE 

Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, dated N? 2 
April 4. 1699. in which the Bi- Landis e 2, 169}- 
Thopsof that Province concurred ; — Mey 195 
wherein, .as I told you in my laſt; CARTS 1997 
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A 096.4. e ſhop o put che Laity in mind, 


* chat tis their Duty to give ſuch 


1700. 


Shropſhire Decenb. ee. Informations, and to meet fre- 
n Jon, 4. 1700. Cc. 


m7 1 + 179% ©* quently together, to conſult up- 
on the moſt adviſable Method: of, doi 25 
and ſuch Meetings, and others of this kind, 
which we call . Societies for Reformation of Man- 
ners, and whieh ſo many Perſons in Authority 
in Church and State have in ſo publick and ſo- 
lemn à manner (in the printed Aecbunt of the So- 


cieties in England and Ireland). declared their high 
Approbation of, do give 1 
of 


vantages for che effectual Suppreſſing of our De- 
bauchery and Im ieties, and muſt, Sir, give you 


and other Magiſtrates that have a ſenſe of their 
Duty in this reſpe 
| zealous im it. e e 407 10! 20814. EINE, > 
I shall not, Sir, after I have laid before you 


ct a great Encouragement to be 


your Obligations, and many and great Advan- 


tages for your furthering this Noble Work, repre- 
- ſent to you; how diſhonourable it is in its ſelf; and 


may exe long appear to the whole Nation, for Ma- 
giſtrates to take ſolemn Oaths and Fruſts upon 


them to execute Laws, and to be groſly negligent 
therein, and even to obſtruct the Execution of 
thoſe Laws wherein the Intereſt of Religion is un- 
queſtionably fo much concerned ; nor the * 
n 55 


(87) 
and fatal Miſchiefs that ſuc unhappy Magiſtrates 
bring on Multitudes of particular Perſons,” and on 
the Nation in general, and canſequenthy, what. a 
heavy load of Guilt they do thereby contract, who 
have no regard to their Duty in any luſtances of 
it that I have herein mentioned, and do thereby 
evidencly obſtruct the Reformation f Manners that 
is ſo happily 5 6, og only im theſe Three 
Kingdoms; but, as I have acquainted: you; in other 
Parts of the World, His: Majefty by:His Procla- 
mations; and: our late Repreſentatives in Parliament 
by their Addreſs to Him, having declared, That the 
| Debauchery and Prophaneneſs of the Nation is chiefly 
ewing to the Negligence of Magiſtrates in the Execution 
of their Office, and their ill Example, which ought to- 
- be fo dreadful a Conſideration. to all that are con- 
cerned in the Charge, that I ſhall not offer to 
aggravate it: I chooſe rather to ſay, that as any 
former Remiſnefs of Magiſtrates, or perhaps Back- 
wardneſs of your Brethren, or of the Magiſtrates. 
of your County, can by no means be allowed to 
be a ſufficient Excuſe for your Negle&ing to do 
what you have unqueſtionable Authority, great 
Advantages, (at this time more eſpecially ) and 
many Engagements upon you to do; ſo in the 
faithful Diſcharge of your Duty, you may render 
-your ſelf a Bleſting to your Country, and 8 

Fey | the 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


N Account. of the Societies! for Reformation of Mane 
A ners in England and Ireland. Publithed with the Ap- 
probation of a — Number of the Lords Spiritual 
5 Temporal, and of the Honourable Judges of boch King» 
doms; and ſince Approved by:divers f the Nobility, and 
by the Commiſſioners of the General Aſſembly of the Church 
ol Scotland, and likewiſe by the Commiſſioners of the French 
Churches in Exglaud; and is ſince Tranſlating into the Latin, 
Freyeh, and High-Dutch Languages, for the propagating of 
the Glorious Deſign of Refor mat ion in our Neighbouring and 
remote Nations. The Third Edition. For the more general 
Benefit of the Publick; this Book is Sold at Ove ſhilling Bouud. 
A Fj to a National Reformation. (Containing an Ab- 
the Prnal-Laws againſt Prophaneneſs and Vice. 
A Form, of the Warrants i RN 
e ſaid Laws. A Blank Regiſter of ſuch Warrants. Di- 
N to Inferior Officers, in the Execution of their Office, 
Prudential Rules for giving of Informations to the M | 
Nrates adj andy Week Anda Specimen of an An 
the Ping ety far Reformation of . Manners in any 
City a Loon res Villag, e of the Kingdom. To which: 
Daddel His Majelty E ane tn for Preventing and 
iſhing u As Prophaneneſs, and the late Act of 
ar ns againſt Prophane Curſiag and Swearing, which 
are to be Read Four times a Year by all Miniſters in their 
reſpectite Churches and Chappels throughout the Ring- 
dom, &c. Printed for the af of Magiſtrates, Miniſters, 
laferior Officers, and the Direction nf 2 — 
private Perſons, who, in any part of the Kingdom, ate 


engaged 
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Dgaged the Glorjous Work of -Reformation, or are reli- 
_ — to contribute their - Endeavours for the 
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Ball by D. Brown, wirhour Temple Bar; B. Ayimer, and | 
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Promoting of it. Price Stich d 4 d. and 205. per Hundred. 
arrants in caſes of prophane Sw 1 and Cur- 
nation of the Lord's-Day, 


egiſters of ſuch Warrants. 


A. Bell » Cornhill; T. Parkhurſt, at the Three Crowns in 
Cheapſide, near Mercers-Chappel; J. Robinſon, ar the Golden- 
Lion, T. Leigh and D. Midwinter, at the Roſe and Crown, 
and R. Sympſon, at the Harp, i St. Paul's Church - Vard; 
T. Goodwin, ad W. Rogers, in Fleet - Street; ]. althoe, 
withe Temple; Il. Harriſon, at Lincolns-lan: Gate in Chancery 
Lane; M. Gilliflower in Weſtminſter-Hall; and J. Down- 
ing, Printer, in Bartholomew Cloſe near Weſt-Smithfield, * 
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An Account of the Progreſs of the Reformation of Man- 
ners in Ezz/and and Treland, and other parts of the World. 
With ſome Reaſons and plain Directions for our hearty and 
vi Proſecution of this Glorious Work. Ia A4 Letter to 
1 Friend. Printed in a Sheet of Paper, with a blank fide, 


e4 


(on which common Buſineſs may be wrote g for the Con- 


veniency of ſending ir by the Poſt, to any well diſpoſed Per- 


ons in any part of the Kingdom, for the Promoting of the 


Work of Reformation. Price One Peny ſingle, and 5 5. per 


Hundred, to ſuch as diſperſe them for the publick Gd. 


The Special Obligations of Magiſtrates to be diligent in 


the Execution of the Penal-Laws againſt Prophaneneſs and 


| Debaicbery, for rhe Effecting a Nattonal Reformation, In a 


| Letter te Friend.” Printed with a blank ſide for the Con- 
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— and 457 per Hundred. OD gle, 


- Sold by D; Brown at che Black-Swan and Bible without Tem- 
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